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SINGAPORE (Reuters) -- Student
Gracinia Lim has made new
friends thanks to mobile phone
software that alerts her to
compatible people nearby.

She is an early customer of a service in

SEV'CES Singapore called BEDD that uses
Video Bluetooth wireless communications to scan
E-mail Services strangers' phones for their personal
CNNtoGO profiles.

Contact Us

The application joins a swelling number of YOUR E-MAIL ALERTS

Internet and mobile phone based services
Web ® CNN.com () | that offer to widen people's social @) Singapore
networks.

,:I O Telecommunications
Poweared by Users d_ownload the BEDD software into_a Equipment
Srariool | compatible phone, complete a short profile
2l | of themselves and include a description of O Telecommunications Services
who they want to befriend, or an item they

want to buy or sell. -
y or Create your own

The software automatically searches for
and exchanges profiles with other phones
that come within a 20-metre (65 ft) radius.
Matched users are given each other's
contact details.

Manage alerts | What is this?

"I've become close with people that I've never known before, built up a close clique of
friends whom [ chill out with, sleep over at their homes and go for late suppers with,"
said Lim, 19.

The software, created by futures trader Stephen Carlton and Swedish engineer Olle
Bliding about three years ago, was launched last month in Singapore and will be rolled
out in most of Asia by year-end. It costs S$0.98 ($0.571) for 30 days of unlimited use.

BEDD differs from rival services in that it relies on phone-to-phone transmission,
running on the short-range Bluetooth technology.

Other mobile-based dating services in Asia -- such as Singapore Telecommunications
Ltd's MyCupid and Bharti Airtel of India's TrackUrMate -- exchange information through
a central database. Carlton said BEDD has over 1,000 users in the city state and hosts
get-togethers in coffee bars where people let their phones make their introductions. As
the number of customers grows, the chances of meeting a compatible person at
random in the street or on a bus will grow.
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"People spend tons of money at dating and matchmaking agencies or on personal ads -
- for a small amount of money, this software could help change their lives," Carlton
said.

Copyright 2004 Reuters. All rights reserved.This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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